The Second NTCIR Workshop was the second in a series of evaluation workshops designed to enhance research in Japanese and Asian language text retrieval and related text processing technology such as summarization and extraction. The participating groups enrolled for the Workshop by 31 July 2000 and the results were presented at the Meeting, held in Tokyo, 7-9 March 2001. It was the first challenge to host tasks organized by separate groups outside the National Institute of Informatics (NII) and resulted in adding a variety of tasks. It was also the first experience to be organized under the support of the Research Center of the Information Resources (Director: Jun Adachi), which was launched as part of the NII in April 2000.
The goals of the NTCIR Workshops are as follows:
· to encourage research in information retrieval and related text processing technology, such as summarization by providing large-scale test collections, and a common evaluation setting that allows cross-system comparisons · to provide a forum for research groups interested in comparing results and exchanging ideas and opinions in an informal atmosphere, and · to investigate methods for constructing large-scale test collections and evaluation methods. With the rapid growth of the Internet, the importance of research in IR (Information Retrieval) and related text processing technologies, to make information in the documents immediately usable, is increasing tremendously. Research and development of IR systems and text processing technology always requires solid evidence based on experiments to show the superiority of the proposed system over previous ones. A test collection is a data set used for such testing. The importance of the large-scale test collections in this research, and the forum for researchers to stimulate each other, is widely recognized. We hope the NTCIR Workshop serves as one such opportunity, and that wide-ranging insight has been produced as a result of the Workshop. 
